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had therefore been one year longer at research than
Rutherford had been. But, for family reasons, Mac-
laurin was unable to take up his award. Rutherford
then became, as second choice, the first New Zealand
student to be awarded an 1851 Exhibition scholarship
in physics, and his own choice of Cambridge as the
scene of his future investigations has already been
indicated. On 7th August, 1895, ^ ^ recorded that
two papers of his were the first two papers on the agenda
of the Philosophical Institute of Canterbury, at Christ-
church : eight weeks later he wrote in the cover of a
small sixpenny notebook, " E. Rutherford, Cavendish
Lab., Oct. 3, '95 ". If, in fact, he was present in person
for the reading of the papers, he cannot have wasted
much time, other than in travelling, in these eight weeks 1